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When we celebrated our united 

parish Masses at the New Castle 

High School Auditorium on the 

weekend of October 20 and 21, we 

had five Masses. They were all very 

well attended and the music and 

vibrancy of the celebrations were 

exciting and contagious with the spirit of unity 

and hope. On October 27 and 28, we cele-

brated Masses in all seven parish churches and 

there were 13 Masses! Now think of this. Most 

of you will attend one Mass on the weekend, 

but the priests have to celebrate a multitude 

of Masses, particularly when we are going to seven different 

places. This is not a long-term solution to our problems.  

Practically speaking, it can be very confusing for you and for us. 

In fact, on more than one occasion, one of us, myself included, 

thought we were to be at one place celebrating Mass at a partic-

ular time when, in fact, we were scheduled to be at a different 

church at a different time. The end result is that a communion 

service has to be celebrated, the priest feels terrible for getting 

confused about the schedule, and the people are annoyed. 

I said at one of my Masses in a homily that if we have seven pen-

cils, anyone, even a child, could break a single pencil with one 

hand; but if we hold all seven pencils together, not even the  

strongest person among us could break those seven pencils with 

one hand, and probably not with two hands. It is 

obvious that we are so much stronger when we 

are combined as one than being single entities. 

Think how strong we will be financially and as a 

spiritual community when we all come together 

as one! Keeping the main thing the main thing is 

a must. Our faith in Jesus Christ and passing that 

faith on to the next generation is our goal, our 

quest, our purpose! 

 God love you, 

�

   FR. MAC 

�

�

�

EVERY DAY STEWARDSHIP 

W�

hat does sacrifice look 

like? I think of those 

who serve in the Armed 

Forces. They have sacrificed much 

for my freedom and to work to-

wards real peace in our world. I 

think of those in service to our 

Church: priests, deacons, and reli-

gious. Their lives are dedicated to 

prayer and good works so that the 

Good News might not only be 

preached but be seen in the love 

they display toward God and their 

fellow brothers and sisters. I think 

of parents who stay up long nights 

with sick children and then one day 

find themselves staying up even 

longer as they wait for them to re-

turn home. I think of teachers who 

work hard, with low salaries and 

little respect, to educate the next 

generation of citizens . �

I can see sacrifice all around me. I 

think you can see it, too, if you 

look. However, I also see too many 

seeking to get ahead at the expense 

of others. I see those who have so 

much and only crave for more. I 

see those caught up in themselves 

to the point where families fall 

apart, friendships disappear, and 

people literally die from a lack of 

compassion. I see many who have 

forgotten where all their gifts in 

this world came from, if they even 

knew in the first place.�

I think of all those who sacrifice 

and see all those who do the oppo-

site. May our eyes see more of 

those who are generous. May we 

never focus on those who have for-

saken others more than those who 

have given freely to others. May 

the witness of true sacrifice show 

us the way to the Father and to a 

world full of His love.   �

��Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS �

The seven parishes of our Lawrence County Grouping 

are looking to hire a full time high school youth minis-

ter for grades 9�12. Resumes are due by December 3rd, 

2018 and can be sent to jbookmmoh@comcast.net�
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